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YAYOI KUSAMA

Born on March 22, the youngest daughter of a family who run a
wholesale seed nursery business in Matsumoto City, Nagano Prefecture.
At around the age of 10, begins to draw motifs such as polka dots and
nets.

Her painting is selected for the All Shinshu Art Exhibition.
First solo exhibition is held in Matsumoto City.
First solo exhibition is held in Tokyo.

Leaves for the United States. First solo exhibition in the US is held
in Seattle.

Moves to New York.

First solo exhibition in New York is held at Brata Gallery where
large Net-paintings are shown.

Monochrome Malerei at Leverkusen Museum introduces Netpainting to
Europe.

Exhibits first soft sculptures on the theme of sex.
Presents first installation work Aggregation: One Thousand Boats Show.

Presents first mirror installation Infinity Mirror Room — Phalli’ s
Field.

Exhibits first light installation at the solo exhibition
Kusama’ s Peep Show. Presents the outdoor installation Narcissus
Garden with 1500 plastic mirror balls at the 33rd Venice
Biennale. Stages a Happening by selling off the balls for 2
dollars apiece.
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The film Kusama’ s Self-Obliteration - produced and directed by the
artist, wins prizes at the Fourth International Experimental Film
Competition in Belgium and the Second Maryland Film

Festival, as well as second prize at the Ann Arbor Film Festival.

Opens a fashion boutique in New York. Stages many Happenings.
Returns to Japan and starts living and working in Tokyo.

First solo exhibition since returning to Japan, Message of Death from
Hades is held featuring new collages.

Publishes her first novel, Manhattan Suicide Addict. Continues to write
many novels and poems.

Holds numerous solo exhibitions and presents many new works
including soft sculptures, pumpkin paintings and sculptures,
large scale works using boxes and small-scale mirror rooms.

Second novel The Hustler’ s Grotto of Christopher Street receives the
Tenth Literary Award for New Writers from YaseilJidai magazine.

First American retrospective at the Center for International
Contemporary Arts in New York brings major interest in her work
internationally.

Represents Japan at the 45th Venice Biennale. This is the first time
the Japan Pavilion hosts a solo exhibition.

Begins to create outdoor sculptures such as Pumpkin.

The International Association of Art Critics awards Kusama’ s solo
shows at Paula Cooper Gallery and Robert Miller Gallery in New York
the ‘Best Gallery Show’ prize in 1995/96 and 1996/97 respectively.
Creates her first installation of large balloons at her solo show at
the Mattress Factory, Pittsburgh.

Solo exhibition Love Forever: Yayoi Kusama 1958-1968 opens at the Los
Angeles County Museum of Art and travels to the Museum of Modern Art,
New York; the Walker Art Center, Minneapolis and the Museum of
Contemporary Art in Tokyo.

Publishes her autobiography, Infinity Net, in Japanese.
Awarded the French Ordre des Arts et des Lettres.

Solo exhibition KUSAMATRIX is held at the Mori Art Museum in Tokyo and
the Sapporo Art Park. Retrospective exhibition Yayoi Kusama Eternity-
Modernity is held at the National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo and tours
4 venues across Japan. Starts her black and white drawing series Love
Forever.

Receives the 18th Praemium Imperiale Painting Award.

Documentary film % Yayoi Kusama, | Adore Myself, is released. Receives
honorary citizenship of Matsumoto City.

Receives a Person of Cultural Merit Award in Japan. Starts a new
painting series in brilliant colours, My Eternal Soul.

Retrospective exhibition Yayoi Kusama organised by the Tate Modern in
London also travels to Museo Reina Sofia in Madrid, Centre Pompidou in
Paris, and the Whitney Museum of American Art in New York.

Solo exhibition Yayoi Kusama: Eternity of Eternal Eternity opens at the National

Museum of Art, Osaka and travels to 10 venues across Japan.

Receives honorary citizenship of Shinjuku Ward, Tokyo.

Selected as a foreign honorary member of the American Academy of Arts
and Letters. Launches her collaboration with Louis Vuitton.

Solo exhibition Yayoi Kusama: Infinite Obsession opens at Malba-Fundacion
Constantini, Buenos Aires and travels to 5 venues across Latin America.
Solo exhibition KUSAMA YAYOI: A Dream | Dreamed opens at Daegu Art
Museum, South Korea and travels to 4 venues across Asia.

Solo exhibition Yayoi Kusama: In Infinity opens at the Louisiana Museum of
Modern Art in Denmark and travels to 3 venues across Scandinavia.

Receives the Order of Culture.

Solo exhibition YAYOI KUSAMA: My Eternal Soul is held at the National Art
Center, Tokyo. Solo exhibition Yayoi Kusama: Infinity Mirrors opens at the
Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture

Garden, Washington D.C. and travels to b venues across North

America. Solo exhibition Yayoi Kusama: Life is the Heart of a Rainbow opens at
the National Gallery, Singapore and travels to Brisbane and Jakarta.
Opens the Yayoi Kusama Museum in Tokyo. Receives Tokyo

Honorable Citizenship.

Solo exhibition YAYOI KUSAMA ALL ABOUT MY LOVE opens at Matsumoto City
Museum of Art.

Solo exhibition KUSAMA: Cosmic Nature is held at the New York Botanical
Garden. Retrospective exhibition Yayoi Kusama: A Retrospective opens at the
Gropius Bau, Berlin.



