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Yoshiko Shimada and BuBu de la Madeleine have been invited to
the 61st International Art Exhibition of La Biennale di Venezia by Koyo Kuoh

The 61st International Art Exhibition
of La Biennale di Venezia

[Dates]
Sat. 9 May — Sun. 22 November 2026

[Venues]
La Biennale di Venezia venues
Giardini / Arsenale

Yoshiko Shimada + BuBu de la Madeleine, Meiji Drag Anti-Imperial Sugoroku (detail), 2025
Left : BuBu de la Madeleine | Right: Yoshiko Shimada

Ota Fine Arts is pleased to announce two of our represented artists, Yoshiko Shimada and BuBu de la Madeleine,
have been invited to the 61st International Art Exhibition of La Biennale di Venezia by Koyo Kouoh. They will

present works in the exhibition /n Minor Keys, both individually and as their collaborative unit “Shimada + BuBu.”
» Biennale Arte 2026: the invited artists

Shimada and BuBu each began their artistic practices in the 1990s, when Ota Fine Arts was based in Ebisu.
Shimada’s first solo exhibition at the gallery was held in 1995 under the title Yoshiko Shimada, proceeded by a
series of solo shows. In 1998, she and BuBu presented their duo exhibition Made in Occupied Japan. In the early

2000s, BuBu and Shimada held multiple solo shows, while Shimada also developed her curation practice.

From around 2010, both artists stepped away from production for a period. Shimada devoted herself to research
on Japanese avant-garde art, while BuBu paused her practice due to family caregiving responsibilities. They later
returned to Ota Fine Arts with separate solo exhibitions: BuBu with A Mermaid’s Territory — Flags and Internal
Organs in 2022, and Shimada with /t’'s Not Yours to Decide! in 2023. The two artists’ long-awaited return, who
have consistently raised questions around women and socially marginalized communities for more than three

decades, drew significant attention and spoke directly to the present moment.

In 2025, they unveiled new collaborative works for the first time since 1998. The works, full of the duo’s distinctive
irony and humor that “queers imperialism,” struck viewers with their radical sharpness.

The theme of the 61st International Art Exhibition, /n Minor Keys, was conceived by Koyo Kouoh, widely noted as
the Biennale Arte’s first African female curator and who passed away on 10 May 2025. Taking “minor keys” as a
way to evoke emotion and sustain it, the exhibition listens closely to low and quiet tones, the hums, and the
consolations of poetry, while seeking—through relation, sharing, and transcendence in the spirit of jazz—other
worlds beyond the portals. We look forward to the presentation by Shimada and BuBu at the Biennale Arte 2026,
a significant international stage to receive their unwavering commitment and emotionally resonated works.
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Yoshiko Shimada | Born in 1959 in Tokyo. Lives and works in Chiba.
Graduated from Scripps College in 1982 and received her Ph.D. from Kingston

www.otafinearts.com

University, London in 2015. Shimada explores the themes of cultural memory
and the role of women in the Asia-Pacific War, as both aggressors and victims.
As methods of expression, she uses printmaking, installation, video,
performance, research and archiving. She also works as an art historian and
archivist. Her research interests include art and politics in post-war Japan,
alternative art education, and feminism. Her recent solo exhibition is “It’'s Not
Yours to Decide!”, Ota Fine Arts, Tokyo (2023). The major exhibitions she
curated include “From Nirvana to Catastrophe: Matsuzawa Yutaka and His

Photo: Daniel Nguyen ‘Commune in Imaginary Space’, Ota Fine Arts, Tokyo (2017). She participated
in group exhibitions including "Spirit Labor: Duration, Difficulty, and Affect",
GARAGE Museum of Contemporary Art, Moscow (2021-22), “After ‘Freedom
of Expression?””, Aichi Triennale (2019) and “gender beyond memory”, Tokyo
Metropolitan Museum of Photography (1997). Her works are held in
collections including The National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo; Museum of

Contemporary Art, Tokyo; Tokyo Photographic Art Museum.

BuBu de la Madeleine | Born in 1961 in Osaka. Lives and works in Nara.

Completed her BA in Concept and Media Planning at Kyoto City University of
Arts. BuBu joined artist collective Dumb Type and appeared in their acclaimed
performance “S/N” (1994-96, touring 20 cities across 15 countries). After “S/N”,
she started to work as a solo artist, producing performances, moving images
and writing. At the same time, she committed herself to advocacy for people
living with HIV and AIDS, sex workers, women, sexual minorities, and health and
human rights more broadly. Her major solo exhibitions include “POLLEN AND
SEEDS”, Ota Fine Arts 7TCHOME, Tokyo (2024), “A Mermaid’s Territory - Flags
and Internal Organs”, Ota Fine Arts, Tokyo (2022). She participated in group

phot: Tomoaki Hayaawa exhibitions including "Collection 2: Undo, Redo", The National Museum of Art,
Osaka (2025), "Collection 2: Body---Body”, The National Museum of Art, Osaka
(2024), "The Ecology of Expression: Remaking Our Relations with the World",
Arts Maebashi, Gunma (2019). Her works are held in collections including The
National Museum of Art, Osaka; Collection Lambert, Avignon.

Yoshiko Shimada + BuBu de la Madeleine | The unit's exhibition “Made in
Occupied Japan” was held at Ota Fine Arts, Tokyo in 1998. In 2025, they
released their first new work in 27 years. Through drag, they subvert gender
and nationality, examining Japanese female sexuality and femininity, as well
as the imperialism of the modern state with humor and a critical eye. They
participated in group exhibitions, including “Berlin Biennale: passing the
= _ *  fugitive on”, Berlin (2025), “CAMP”, Ota Fine Arts, Tokyo (2025), “Fanatic
Yoshiko Shimada + BuBu de la Madeleine Heart”, Para Site, Hong Kong (2022-23), “Japan Unlimited”, MQ Wien, Vienna
Portrart, 1998 (2019), “Asian Diva: the Muse and Monster”, Seoul City Art Museum (2017),
Left: Yoshiko Shimada
Right : BuBu de la Madeleine “Sex and Consumerism: Contemporary Art in Japan”, University of Brighton
and others, “Donaiyanen!”, Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Beaux-Arts de
France, Paris (1998). Their works are in the collection of Tokyo; Museum of
Contemporary Art, Tokyo.
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